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Last week, the American Lung Association issued our State of the Air 2006 report 
assessing air quality across the nation.  Our report shows real improvement in the air 
quality in many states.  Through this annual report, we are documenting the effect of 
decisions in 1998 to reduce ozone pollution in the eastern United States, where dirty 
power plants have been polluting the air for decades.  It is clear that efforts to control 
pollution are making a difference.  We are seeing the benefits of cleaning up dirty power 
plants in lower levels of smog and particle pollution, providing healthier air for 
Americans to breathe. 
 
But the job is far from being finished.  The State of the Air 2006 report finds that more 
than 150 million Americans still live in counties where they are exposed to unhealthful 
levels of air pollution. We know also that, despite the efforts to reduce power plant 
pollution so far, many power plants continue to be major sources of dangerous air 
pollution and a large number are still not controlled at all.   
 
Senators Carper, Chafee, Alexander and Gregg’s Clean Air Planning Act would take a 
major step forward in obtaining the additional air pollution reductions that we need from 
power plants across the United States. It would result in broad regional reductions in 
particle pollution and smog.  But unlike the Clear Skies legislation pending in Congress, 
this bill will not weaken provisions in the existing Clean Air Act needed to control 
emissions from individual power plants that contribute to local air pollution problems.  
We applaud the senators’ efforts.  
 
However, we remain concerned about the timing of the proposed reductions.  Millions of 
Americans cannot afford to wait for cleaner air.  The Clean Air Planning Act-mandated 
power plant pollution reductions must come sooner, no later than 2010, to bring healthy 
air to communities in the timeline the Clean Air Act requires and the American public 
expects.  Each year we wait, literally thousands of lives are lost.  
 
Mounting scientific evidence shows that cleaning up the major sources of air pollution, 
as this legislation would do, will result in cleaner air and less illness and death.  We are 
pleased to see bipartisan support for cleaner air. Reducing air pollution from power 
plants is a critical public health need.  The American Lung Association remains 
committed to cleaning up the air to protect millions of Americans who still breathe 
unhealthy air.  
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